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him five thousand adherents. The programme of the
Fascists was simple. It was by all possible means to
bring Italy into the war against the Central Empires.
Side by side with the nationalist D'Annunzio, and the
syndicalist Corradoni, Mussolini the socialist carried
on the fiery campaign which culminated in a declaration
of war on Austria.
The leader of the Fascists hailed it as a deliverance.
In him, though he had not taken note of it, the nationalist
strain had assumed the mastery over the socialist. On
the sand May, 1915, the day of the Italian mobilization,
he wrote as follows: 'We have lived through these latter
years in an atmosphere of general contempt and com-
miseration. Now the hour to make good all our claims
has sounded, the hour which will mark the beginning of
a new era for our country, a mighty testing time after
which, once we have recovered confidence in ourselves,
we shall become the equals of the other nations engaged
in the battle of the future and the competition for work/
Next day, the day war was declared, he uttered this cry
of pure and passionate affection for his country. Tor
thy sake, O Italy, our mother, without fear and without
regret, we are ready to live and die.'
Destiny came within a hair's breadth of taking him
at his word. When serving as a corporal in a regiment
of bersaglieri, Mussolini, in February, 1917, was wounded
in twenty-four places by the explosion of a hand-
grenade.
Being now unfit for service at the front, he resumed
the editorship of his Popolo d* Italia, and continued the
struggle against the defeatists of every kind who wanted
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